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Dear Students and Parents,

This booklet provides an overview of the subjects and courses available at GCSE and IGCSE
level at St Mary’s. Its purpose is to help you understand both the compulsory and optional
elements of the curriculum so that informed choices can be made.

GCSEs are nationally recognised qualifications that form the foundation for future
academic and career pathways. They are an important milestone in every student’s
education, marking the transition from broad learning to more specialised study. The
majority of students will take nine GCSEs at the end of Year 11. Every student will study the
five compulsory, core GCSE subjects: English Language and Literature (two GCSEs),
Mathematics and Science (at least two from Biology, Chemistry and Physics). In addition,
students choose four subjects from a wide range of options. To ensure a balanced and

Compulsory Subjects
Options Subjects

It is important that each student chooses courses that allow her to make excellent
progress, achieve strong results, and enjoy a fulfilling learning experience. We recognise
that every young person is unique, and some may need additional support to reach their
full potential. For these students, we offer tailored pathways with targeted assistance to

ensure access to appropriate GCSE programmes. Our aim is to guide students towards
choices that are both suitable and successful.




In addition to the examined GCSE and IGCSE courses, students will study PSHCEE and PE,
supporting both mental and physical wellbeing. Students will also benefit from a bespoke
programme designed to equip them with essential life skills. This programme includes
study strategies to support success at GCSE, as well as digital literacy, financial education,
careers guidance, and political awareness. These skills not only complement academic
learning but equip students for personal challenges and opportunities of life at school and
beyond.

Choosing Options Subjects

Students must select six subjects from the options list: four preferred choices and two
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English Language and
Literature (AQA)

The study of English Language and Literature at GCSE is essential preparation for all
subjects studied at Alevel and for the world of work. It is recognised as a vitally

important qualification, and students at St Mary's have a tradition of excelling in both
aspects of the subject.
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English Literature (AQA)

The AQA English Literature GCSE coversarange of literary textsincluding:

Shakespeare

19th century fiction

Poetry from differenttime periods
Moderndrama

Section C: Unseen poetry

One gquestion on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen
poem.
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English Language
(Edexcel)

Through studying IGCSE English, students will develop their ability to appreciate how both
literary and non-fiction texts use techniques to communicate meaning, and thus become
independent critical readers. In addition, the course will give them opportunities to think both
creatively and reflectively, developing their ability to evaluate, redraft, and improve their work.
The critical discussion of texts promotes collaborative learning, enabling students to operate as
part ofateam, show leadership and explore how to challenge and extend their peers' ideas. By
the endof the course, students will express themselves confidently, accurately, and lucidly in

A select group of students will be identified to study the coursework option of the Edexcel
IGCSE English Language course, and may take a Functional Skills course alongside this to
support their learning at GCSE. This is a separate award delivered via an integrated
course. Thiscombination will hopefully enable these students to access the content of
the GCSE specificationsinthe most successful way possible in order to learn, progress and
gain GCSE English qualifications. A decision to enter students for the Functional Skills

in English will be made in collaboration with department staff, parents and the student.
It may bethatifthis pathway isfollowed, students will not be entered for GCSE Literature.




Mathematics (Edexcel)

Students at St Mary’'s will be sitting the Edexcel IGCSE examination. The new GCSE was
given a major overhaul recently,emphasising problem- solving skills rather than
testing the mathematical ability of a student. Despite the IGCSE being subject to the
same changes, the style of questioning remains user-friendly and therefore far more
accessible, allowing students toshow off their mathematical skills. Additionally, it is
very similarto the Edexcel GCSE syllabus.

The study of Mathematics at IGCSE level continues to be essential preparation for A Level
work in many different subjects. Even for those who do not use Mathematics beyond Year
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Biology (AQA)

Biology is the study of living organisms and life processes.

Students will study a range of topics covering the mechanisms supporting plants and animal
life. These include:

e Cell Biology

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment, Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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Chemistry (AQA)

GCSE Chemistry helps students explore the building blocks of matter and the
reactions that shape our world, from the air we breathe to the materials we use every
day. Chemistry deepens understanding of the natural and industrial processes that
impact our lives, fostering curiosity and informed decision-making.

Students will study a range of topics thinking about different materials and where
and how they are used. The topics they covered in Year 9 on Atomic Structure and
Structure and Bonding underpin the rest of the course.

Topics in Chemistry:

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?

a subject which teaches you the skills needed in a wide variety of jobs; some possible
careers include materials science, food science or a career in chemical engineering. It
is taken by many students hoping to study Medicine or Veterinary Medicine at

university. &”’
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Physics (AQA)

Physics is the study of physical processes from the very large to the very small.

Students will study a range of topics including:
e Energy Stores and Energy Resources
Current, Electricity and Electrostatics
The Particle Model, Density and Gas Laws
Atomic Structure and Radioactivity
Forces and Motion
Wave Mechanics and Electromagnetic Waves

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment, Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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Artand Design -
Fine Art (Edexcel)

Students wishing to study a subject that encourages self-expression and creativity and
build self-confidence as well as a sense of individual identity. Students wishing to be
creative - as this can help with wellbeing and improve health and happiness, and can act
as an outlet for releasing the pressures of studying as well as those of everydaylife.
Students wishing to develop their critical thinking and ability to interpret the world around
them.

What doesthe course cover?

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Towardsthe end of the examination period, studentswill undertake a10-hour, practical, unaided
examination based onastudy oftheirtopic. Thisis marked by the schoolandthen
moderated, atthe school, byamember ofthe examination board.

This course is an excellent foundation for studying Textile Design, Fine Art and History of Art at

A Level. Studying Art and Design helps to create a broad and balanced curriculum, which is an
excellent foundation for any future. The transferable skills you will acquire, such as creativity,
analysis and problem solving, complement a range of other subjects and careers.




Business Studies

e Those who enjoy communicating and explaining their ideas.
e Creative thinkers and decision-makers.

e Those with an interest in learning about the world of business through real and relevant
companies.

Students will start by exploring the world of small businesses through the lens of an entrepreneur:
How and why do businesses ideas come about? What makes a successful business? Students will
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What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Theme1 Theme 2

Topic 1.1 - Enterprise and
entrepreneurship

Topic 1.2 — Spotting a business
opportunity

Topic 1.3 — Putting a business idea into
practice

Topic 1.4 — Making the business effective
Topic 1.5 — Understanding external
influences on business

Topic 2.1 - Growing the business

Topic 2.2 — Making marketing decisions
Topic 2.3 - Making production decisions
Topic 2.4 — Making financial decisions

Topic 2.5 - Making human resources
decisions

Analytical skills developed will prepare students for a wide range of A Level courses. It, of course,
provides a great stepping stone to studying A Level Business or A Level Economics. It can also help
prepare for entrepreneurial roles and gives an understanding of what is involved in a business-
related profession such as accountancy, law, marketing or the leisure and tourism industry.
Whatever career path you choose there will always be elements of business in it.



Computer Science
(Cambridge)

The IGCSE Computer Science course is perfect for students who are curious about how
technology works and eager to develop logical thinking and programming skills. It

combines creativity with problem-solving, giving students the tools to design, code, and
understand the systems that power our digital world.

What does the course cover?

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes

The course provides an excellent stepping stone to A Level Computer Science, but its
benefits go far beyond that. Students develop logical thinking, problem-solving, and
computational skills that are highly valued in many fields—not just technology. These
abilities underpin careers in science, engineering, finance, and data analysis, as well as
roles in emerging areas like cybersecurity and artificial intelligence. Even if students

choose a different path later, the capacity to think critically and solve complex problems
will serve them well in any profession.




Dance (AQA)

The GCSE Dance course is ideal for able dancers who are both practically strong and

academically able. The students need to be passionate about dance and enjoy creating,
performing,and watching dance.

This course acknowledges the important role that dance plays in young people’s lives, and
students will study arange ofdance stylesthat acknowledge aspectsofthe repertoire
ofdancefortheatre thatcan beseeninthe United Kingdom today.

e Safe Practice-Studentswilldevelop knowledge and understanding of health, fitness

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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Drama (AQA)

If you enjoy a challenge and love to create and perform theatre, and always strive to

improve, then you will make a terrific Drama student! You must also be able to have fun,
look foolish occasionally and work as a team, as well as be capable of working
independently. You should enjoy watching theatre, as well as be able to analyse and
evaluate theatre, both orallyand in written work.

Drama GCSE offers opportunities in both practical and theoretical study. You will explore
different plays and styles of performance. You will also direct othersin smallerand

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

The skills you gain in confidence, presentation skills, empathy, team working and problem
solving will supportyouin many different further study and career paths.
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Food and Nutrition

(AQA)

Students with a passion for food and catering, who love learning about how the food we eat
affects the health of our body and mind, will really enjoy this GCSE. The course combines creativity
with science, teaching practical cooking skills alongside an understanding of nutrition, health, and
the food industry

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?

ering
management, retailing, recipe and product development, teaching or the environmental health
service. This qualification supports knowledge gleaned from GCSE Science, Physical Education,

Geography and Religious Studies. ”
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Geography (AQA)

If you have an interest in the world, its people and current affairs then Geography is the subject for

you! You must be willing to work hard and complete all tasks set, as well as following current affairs
in the world around you.

The course covers a wide range of Human and Physical Geography topics building upon ideas and
concepts studied in Years 7 to 9, and introducing new topics that will further expand students’
understanding. Students will investigate many of the major issues that currently face us as citizens
of the world as we look ahead to the challenges of the future. Geographers develop

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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Geography is also closely related to careers in environmental or climate science, meteorology and
geology.
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History
(Edexcel)

History is perfect for those students who love to ask questions and to look at issues from
different pointsofview.There is a lot of debate on this course and during the two-years
there are continuous opportunities to discuss and compare opinions. History contains a
lot of criticalthinking, challenging sources and commonly held ideas. This is also a great
subject for those with a flair for verbal and written communication. Above all, History is

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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Media Studies (OCR)

You should have an interest in how the media influences society and how media
conglomerates operate. Representations of gender and ethnicity feature prominently so
youshould beinterestedinthe problematic waysinwhich such groupsare represented orunde-
represented invarious media contexts. Youshould also have aninterestin creating media

products-video and print-based-and learning how to use editing software such as Final
Cutand Photoshop.

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?
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MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
(EDEXCEL)

Students may choose one or two Modern Foreign Languages from French, German and
Spanish. Students can only select German or Spanish if they have studied this language in

Years 8 and 9.

e Todeveloptheabilitytocommunicate confidently and successfully with native speakers

and is assessed
through a read
aloud task, a role
play, and picture-
based task.

short-answer open
response questions.
There is also a
dictation task and
students are assessed
on their ability to
transcribe the spoken
language into written
language.

multiple-response and
short-answer
guestions. One task
will involve translation
from the target
language into English.

responses of
varying lengths
and types to
express ideas and
opinions. One task
will involve
translation from
English into the
target language.




MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES

(EDEXCEL)

The course is organised into six themes, each broken down into topics and sub-
topics:
e My Personal World
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Music (Edexcel)

Do you enjoy music? Do you listen to music? Do you enjoy singing or playing your
instrument? If you can answer yes to all of these questions, then GCSE Music is for you! Taking
GCSE Music is not an easy option but with hard work, students can create superb
performances, imaginative compositions and develop a greater appreciation and
understanding of a huge range of musical pieces. GCSE Music is aimed at all students who
have an interest in music and who are able to sing or perform well.

Students should be taking singing or instrumental lessons and have a basic knowledge of
music notation at the very least. However, musical ability, enthusiasm and an ability to work
hard are the most important prerequisites.

What does the course cover?

Assessment Structure and Components

Next Steps with this GCSE?

traits that are important to future employers. The ability to be part of an ensemble or group
shows teamwork and the ability to work together on a project. The analytical, composing and
performing skills learnt at GCSE can lead to the study of Music at A Level.
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Physical Education (AQA)

You must be competing, or have the capacity to compete, in three activities either in school or
externally — please discuss with your teacher if you have any questions.
You must have an interest in sport to undertake this course.

e Developing knowledge and understanding of a range of factors that may affect physical

performance
e Gaining an insight into the functions of the human body
e Developing an understanding of what it means to lead a healthy and active lifestyle

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

e Written/verbal analysis and evaluation of performance
How is it assessed?

e Internal assessment

e External moderation

e Total: 100 marks

e 40% of the GCSE

Studying Physical Education GCSE is essential preparation for the A Level course. It is great for
careers in sport, physiotherapy, coaching, nutrition, teaching, and many more.




Religions Studies (AQA)

Those who are religious, agnostic or an atheist, and interested in understanding diverse beliefs,
cultures, and world views

Those who enjoy discussing moral issues, exploring different viewpoints, and asking big
questions about life, religion, and society

Those who like considering ethical perspectives and forming their own opinions, as well as

Whatdoesthe course cover?

What skills doyou develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?

wider world, and the ability to commmunicate clearly and confidently.
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Textile Design (Edexcel)

Textile Design is defined as the “creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched,
printed or decorative textiles that might have a functional or non-functional purpose.”
Development and recording of ideas underpin the course, so strong drawing skills are
beneficial as a starting point.

As the course progresses, students must develop and apply their knowledge, understanding,
and skills to realise personal intentions relevant to textile design and their selected area of

What skills do you develop as part of this course?

Assessment Structure and Components?

Next Steps with this GCSE?

Textile Design, Fine Art, and History of Art. Studying Textiles helps to create an inquisitive
mind, encourages risk-taking, and assists in developing creative thinking, not to mention
refining fine motor skills. These are all hugely transferable skills for many different careers.
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